FREE SPEECH
AND
COPYRIGHT FAIR USE
free speech

The ﬁrst Amendment guarantees important
freedoms, including the freedom of speech.

copyright

Copyright is a protection given to
creators for a limited time to let them
receive payment for their work. It’s an
incentive for authors and creators to
devote time and money to producing
new works. In this way, copyright
encourages speech and creativity.

fair use
Fair use is an important part of copyright that allows
limited use of copyrighted work without permission
for purposes such as commentary, criticism, parody,
teaching, and works that are “transformative.” Fair use
promotes creativity and innovation.
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Did you use more than was necessary?
Did you take the heart of the thing?

Is your new work transformative because it
adds new expression to the original, like a
parody, or because it uses the original
for a new purpose, like for teaching?

Could your use affect the market by substituting
for the original in the marketplace?

Is the original work highly
creative or just a bunch of info?
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Everyone beneﬁts when we understand the rules and treat each other with respect.
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